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Iran Says U.S. Paying for Giving Anthrax to Iraq 

TEHRAN (Reuters) - Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, chief adviser to Iran's supreme leader, said on Friday the United 
Mates was paying the price for supplying anthrax to Iraq, which fought a bitter war with the Islamic Republic in the 
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' They knew anthrax was not a 
themselves sent to this region is 
Tehran University. 


conventional weapon of war, but they supplied it to Iraq ... Now anthrax which they 
back to haunt them," Rafsanjani told worshippers gathered for weekly prayers at 


h f h A*u det l CtCd a1 ; mai1 facilities in the United States in a scare that the U.S. government says may be 
inked to Saudi-born Osama bin Laden, the suspected mastermind behind the Sept. 11 plane attacks on U.S. citk 


cities. 


Western diplomats have said Western companies, wittingly or unwittingly, supplied Iraq with "dual use" materials 
and equipment used in its chemical and biological warfare programs during and after the Iran-Iraq 


war. 


Iraq, which used unconventional weapons against Iran in the 1980-88 war, has denied any link to the U.S. outbreak. 

Western officials say Iraq produced weapons-grade anthrax in the past, but the State department said this week it 
knew of no clear link between Iraq and the release of killer anthrax bacteria in the United States. 


Rafsanjani, who is chief of Iran's powerful Expediency Council, also accused the United States of trying to 
monopolize the global war on terrorism, which he said should be led by the United Nations. 


'The Americans want to take control and make a monopoly out of the struggle. But they are not qualified for this 
leadership role," the former Iranian president said. 


He said Iran, which is predominantly Shi’ite, had never been a friend of the Sunni Muslim ruling Taliban in 
ghamstan, but U.S.-led strikes on the country could not root out the "scourge of terrorism." 

Iran has in the past accused the Taliban of persecuting Afghan Shi'ites. 


We must first understand what pressures cause people to believe they are at a dead-end, that they have got nothing 

to lose and so become radicals. It is only by understanding these and going to the roots that we can counter 
terrorism, he said. 


Killing impoverished civilians with cluster bombs is not the way to counter terror." 

























PalTti^n «it the U " i,ed Sta,es WaS ,,ying ,0 *<*into supporting them by announcing its backing for a 


In order to fool them and buy their 
Palestinian state. If the United States 


support, the Americans say they would support the creation of an independent 
was sincere, why didn't it say this six months ago or last year?" he said. 
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Small Amount of Anthrax Found at CIA 

McLEAN, Va. (AP) - The growing anthrax threat struck at another federal agency with the CIA saying Friday that a 
trace of the potentially fatal bacteria has been found in the building where it receives mail. 

amount'' en ° U8h * inhalati ° n anthrax ’" said s P okesman Bill Harlow. "It's considered a medically insignificant 

Several Central Intelligence Agency employees who handle incoming mail at the agency's main campus are taking 
antibiotics as a precaution, Harlow said. F 8 

However, the amount of anthrax found was not sufficient to make someone sick, he said. 

The building which is several hundred yards from the two main CIA buildings, will remained closed while additional 
tests are conducted. The other CIA buildings were open as usual on Friday. 

Harlow said the anthrax was discovered on one swab out of 31 samples taken inside the building. Like many other 
age " cles ' the CIA gets its mail through Brentwood, Washington's central mail processing facility, where two 

postal workers have died from inhalation anthrax. y ’ 

It s conceivable that there's some incidental contact with mail that went through Brentwood," Harlow said. 

Harlow said the CIA has received no letters containing powders or threatening messages, like those that have gone to 
several media outlets and to Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle. 8 


The CIA is at the center of the terrorism fight overseas and of the hunt for Osama bin Laden. 

Harlow said the agency routinely checks its mail for suspicious substances and sometimes receives 
deranged individuals. 

The CIA has stepped up security at its mail center since the anthrax scare began, officials said. 


letters from 


Email this story - (View most popular) | Formatted version 


I- — Advance/! 

Search: Stories r Photos r Full Coverage 

















































Horae | Top Stories | Business | Tech | Politics | World | Loca] I Entertainment | Sjorts | Science | Health 


Questions or Comments 

T . . , ... Copyright © 2001 The Associated Press. All rights reserved 

information contained ,n the AP News repori may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without the prior written 

authority of The Associated Press. 



















